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ASCCA Volunteers Complete Another Year of Har g

Work Donating over 3,600 Hours of Their Time in 2014!

Since its beginning, the
ASCCA has relied on the
talents of our many wonder-
ful volunteers to help com-
plete the work we do every
year. Each year our volun-
teer programs continues to
grow at a steady pace, and
we currently have 92 active
volunteers!

From Januariovember
2014, these volunteers dedi-
cated more than 3,600
hours on various projects.
We have volunteers work
with us as area stewards,

conservation educators, as
well as assist us with garden-
ing, office administration,

and on special projects.

For the first time a group
of 1012 people from Pros-
pect Human Services joined
our volunteer team and
came out two times a month
from ApritSeptember to

landscaping, and flora and
fauna identification.

Our volunteers are the
reason the ASCCA is able to
keep our doors open and
provide a space for wildlife
conservation, and a location
for students to participate in
conservation education.
The staff at the ASCCA are

assist as area stewards; anc SO GRATEFUL for all the

with landscape management.
This opportunity allowed
clients from Prospect to
build their resumes by

skills in

work our volunteers do and
want to extend a HUGE
THANK YOU for another
year of hard work! We are
excited to continue to work

expanding their
with such an amazing group

Where Have All the Badgers Gone? of people in 2015!

that prefers the grassland anc Badgers are known to have
parkland regions of North large territories so it is possible
America as they rely on the that they utilize the ASCCA for
Richardson Ground Squirrels hunting even though we have
and Northern Pocket not found any active dens.
Gophers as their main source Badgers are also in decline due
of food. Over the past 4 to: increased agricultural activ-
years, we have seen a marke ity; hunting; and trapping.
decrease in the number of However, we remain hopeful
Richardson Ground Squirrels that we will see them again on
on our property. This could the ASCCA .

be a reason why the Badge

is no longer found on the

ASCCA, but more research is

required.

Although the ASCCA
works hard to protect native
species of wildlife and their
natural habitat, over the past
30 years Reg has noticed that
some specie are no longer
found on the land. One of
these species is the American
Badger.

The Badger is a mammal
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Education Update from Maureen and Laura

A wonderful year of exploring Area by communing with nature
the natural world with over 5000 through yoga; gazing at the stars
youth has come and gone wittand contemplating the vastness of
many great memories. We the sky; exploring the biodiversity
explored the ASCCA with Of the land with families through

numerous students, some o OUr annual BioBlitz; and

whom rarely venture outside thei g:sﬁ?\ﬁg;?urggeon ac)buurnElZﬂg\?veé
neighborhood. Stories of their 9

discoveries ranged from a sightin Hike complete with costumes Pr()lg(rja}ms t{;nd ct:hrlough $ve?rt]s
IScovert 9 19NN\ vell at least by our staff. Including ~the —L.algary You

of the first crocus to the sightings Science Fair, t he

AR TYRRA ¢ deer, mcose and the always |he newly formed partnershif ang Fish Creek Park Star Night.

AR VR UMM cntertaining thirteeiined ground With - Mount Royal University This year we saw students with

SO RGERI UM squirrel. One of our programs (MRU) brought in a new array of gpecialized needs from different

This i derful i .« Education participants to the grganjzations experience the
SASICRVLUREUDINN even involved Ted Harrison 9 P

. L Area. University students visite i

program to School conducting a citizén e ASCCA to Ii:arn of environ ASCCA, a great opportunity to
ncourage i ; ; ; - 'l learn from each other.

5 science study to investigate sigr mental and experientia

appreCiation and of wildlife to find the best location programming techniques; winte A SpeCiaI thank you to our

respect for ) for future still motion cameras.  ecology; and energy conservatic dédicated education - volunteers
nature. o Research projects were unde who tirelessly support our valued

- Teacher Our Nature Safari Summer i en in geology and bumblebee programs and ta!<e such care with
Camps were a big hit. The 55 well as teacher motivation fc the studgnts. A final thank you to
leadership camp was taken 10 414001 environmental programs OUr brilliant summer student,

new level by allowing participant gome  of this work includeqd €SSi ca Eaton, w h
to get involved in the other camf gjomentary students working | €Xt€nds to many facets, not the
weeks as assistant camp leaders. o capacity of citizen scientist least of which is the artwork she

Conservation Learning event:All programs were designed | NaS r:efft pehingﬂ V'X\'Ith uzlon our
__.. continued to capture the conjunction with a fantastic grOU|SOUt "’g:r']ng W” b dc;es _cesdto
| imagination and the magic of the of MRU professors. SOmME. € will be degmissed.

Blazing Trails! An Update on Current Project

2014 marked another big yeathis year from TD Friends of recently, you will have notic
for new projects and new the Environment to purchasithat we have made new signg
partnerships at the ASCCA. and erect a Tipi on the propert each trail head. We are curre
that can be used as a cultuiworking on developing a new
learning area for students armap for the area as well as nemighlight On:
Visitors. The Tipi will be used t interpretive signs that will b
Facilitate placbased teaching: posted along the trails. In th
with Mount Royal University to of First Nati_ons c_ulture at_the spr_ing we will also be installing
allow students and professors t ASCCA. This spring, we will b trail markers along all of oywe were happy to

P 0nosting a public learning eveidesignated trails. We are doingomplete the second year

work on research projects on ; Co : L .
the ASCCA. Currently, we areand grand opening of the Tig this to improve the visibility ofof a 9 year partnership

We continue to engage with the
community through our Outreach

- One of our most significant
partnerships was made official i
June when the ASCCA signed

E::]'ree Planting Projects!
Memorandum of Understanding

. for the public. trails in all seasons and increaggth the Junior Forest
working on a number of <
projects with MRU including a - A major project in 2014 wa OUr emergency respong&vardens who planted
hydrogeological study of theour Trail Improvement Project CaPactty. another 10,000 trees |on

water found on the ASCCA. Which is still in its infancy. Wi - The last major grant project gPUr property. We also
This study is researching thestarted this project by closin 2014 (developed in partnershigstablished —a new
origins of the water on the Pine Creek Trail, in an effort twith the Miistakis Institute) Partnership — with — the
ASCCA and how long it has Protect Pine Creek and brin Cows and Fish, and ALCC.igarbon Farmers, who
Trout Unlimited is also a partner TO _eénsure we were stil our beaver relocation project. trees on the ASCGA

for this project and have startedProviding the wonderful vista This time the focus is on° e the next 1_0 years.
a baseline study of water quality9f Pine Creek valley, we open: geyeloping a policy framewofl@he ASCCA s looking
and an assessment of the fistParadise Trail, which runs alor 1 assist and educate landowngi@ward to seeing these

species on the ASCCA. the ridge of the valley. If yoion peaver management bedrojects into 2015 and

- The ASCCA received a granthave been out for a hiki practices. beyond!

We are striving to make the trails more identifiable, safer and people friendly without changing the existing habitat morg

than we need to- Reg Rempel
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Northern Pocket Gopher

Habitat: Avoids anly dense
forest and wet, fine textured ar
very shallow rocky sails.

Description: Long foreclaws,
visibleincisors, thick almaost bald
tail. Black, brown, to light grey
back. External cheek pouches,

Size: 19-26¢cm long, 75-210g

Diet: Succulent undergraund
plant parts & green vegetation

‘ Fun Facts: One pocket gopher
sy of Dick Choy ] canturn over 16 tons of soil

Look for plants vanishing beneath every year. Rarely ever seen!
the surface as evidence of these

critters at work. Saurce: Patie D. & Fisher C 1999, Manmals o Albetta. Lone Pine Publishing

A Refl ection on Habitat Ma-hadManagert i n

There is a saying: o0lt takes a | ifetime to buil dhefro®Ranch
Conservation Area. To reach a point of sustainable existence in the near future will become of great importanctalessveell. If i
lifetime this means my part is only half done, yippee. | hope to spend at least the next 10 years working at té eastoration
watershed and flora enhancement.

2014 was a year of success for habitat stewardship as we continued to focus on the transition from farming, ranching
homesteading to the current management practices of the conservation area. We spent many years of blood sweatraad yes, eve
tears, in making this challenging transition. The Special Projects volunteer group put in many hours working witlemascen maint
and habitat management work on the land. Section 4 (where the south arm of Pine Creek is located) was challengsdi with wate
problems. However, we were able to complete a large portion of the watershpdaneareplace old fencing with wildlifenfly
fencing to specific areas. At the end of the season, our main focus was on improving the trail syst ~ °
enhancement of habitat for wildlife. Time is like a

~ ~ ~ ~ river, you cannot
touch the water

2014 was a very important year at t h e-yeak SniCersaryiminvelnugmigy
wor king on the | and. Regds intimate knowl edge flow that has ri
manage the habitat now -yaanahniviersaryaelebratien hé eomruented.on hovi the PSS RIMETES
family and land has helped shape his life. pass again.

Of utmost importance to Reg are the people he has been able to work with over the past 30 years. Re Eqrg%yeﬁri%fe.
what it was like to work directly with Sandy, and how he was able to grow with the organization from
cowboy and cattle manager for Rothney Farm, to being the land manager for the ASCCA. He also refEa=eRaCulslEl
importance of the work of numerous volunteers who have helped shape the Cross into the place it is tod

his wonderful wife Karen for being so supportive of their country lifestyle.

All of the staff and volunteers at the ASCCA are proud to know Reg and celebrgteahisad®mitment to the Cross fanahyd
the legacy of this land.



Ann & Sandy Cross :
Conservatio);l Area A Special Thanks to our Sponsors and Donor

We would like to thank Pembina Pipelines, the Government of
site 23, coMmp 20 Alberta Community Initiatives Program, the Alberta Conservation

RR8 Association, Alberta Ecotrust, the Land Stewardship Centre, The
?3393%’ AB Calgary Foundation, MD of Foothills FCSS, Nexen, TD Friends of

_ the Environment, The Tao Foundation, Blakes, Conoco Phillips,
gg&%ﬁtﬁgg&% 4, White moose Ranch and Spectra Energy for their support. We
Fax: 40311045 would also like to express our thanks to our individual donors.
Without the support of our sponsor and donors we would not be
able to continue to provide essential outdoor and environmental
To donate online scan QR Code learning opportunities for children and adults of all ages.

Thank Youl!

Visit our website: www.crossconservation.org

2015 ASCCA Wish List prpE sy

* Tax receipts available for most donated items and giftskmd
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1 Multi-year financial sup- 1 Help us update our 1 An ATV trailer that can
port for the education security system with be used for rescue if
programs. the use of webcams to necessary.

1 Financial support to prevent poaching and

; ; ; ; the threat of fires on
assist with bussing chil-
dren from high needs the ASCCA.
areas to the ASCCA. 1 Historical farm

1 A sponsor for a new equipment we can
program called 8'%9 gjopgthe trails to

1 Four-WheelDrive
Truck for maintenance

Critterssé t o h e9 qjalgeorwsnorsand
feature animals found stuents™ with _the
on the ASCCA. agricultural history of

the ASCCA.

1 An all terrain wheel
chair so we can provide
additional support to

1 New (or lightly used)
audiovisual equipment
such as a smart TV and

computers. )

. p. i youth who otherwise
1 Financial assistance to could not access the

replace our work shop. trails at the ASCCA.

Fostering a Wildlife Legacy



